ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

iVledical  ©fficcr  of  Health, 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SOOTHILL  UPPER, 

Fop  the  Year  1903. 


To  the  Sanitary  Connmittee  of  the  Soothill 
Upper  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health,  Sanitation,  and  Progress  of  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  1,897  acres,  and  the  population, 
at  the  last  Census,  was  6,104,  but  now  estimated  at  6,542. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses.  Population. 


1891 

1901 

1903 

1891 

1901 

1903 

1233 

1329 

1492 

5848 

6104 

6542 

Increase  since  last  Census  in  the  number 

of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  163 

Increase  in  the  population  ...  ...  438 

Average  to  each  house  ...  ...  ...  4*385 
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The  births  for  the  year  amounted  to  170,  86  males  and  84 
females,  g-iving- a  birth  rate  of  25*98  per  1,000,  against  26*2,  26*0, 
and  27*5  in  the  three  previous  years.  This  shows  a  slight 
tendency  downwards,  and  agrees  with  the  tendency  downwards 
for  England  and  Wales. 


The  deaths  for  the  year  amounted  to  97,  51  males  and  46 
females.  These  include  4  that  were  taken  temporarily  out  of  the 
district  and  died  in  Institutions.  The  death  rate  is  14*8  per  1,000, 
against  13*8,  i6*o,  15*7,  for  the  three  preceding  years.  This  is 
an  increase  upon  last  year,  but  it  is  well  below  the  average  for  the 
last  seven  years. 
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The  deaths  in  the  first  five  years  are  just  the  same  as  last, 
still  the  death  rate  this  year  is  a  little  higher.  During  the  first 
year  of  their  existence  19  died  which  is  equal  to  112  per  1,000 
of  the  children  born,  against  138,  157,  and  108  in  the  three 
preceding  years.  Only  5  died  between  the  ages  of  5  and  25,  65 
and  upwards  23  died,  6  of  these  ranging-  from  82  to  90  years. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premature  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


19 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Whooping"  Coug-h  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,..  3 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Erysipilas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  2 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  7 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  3 

Premature  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Brights  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Influenza  ...  ...  .  ...  3 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

All  other  causes  ...  ....  ...  ...  14 
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The  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases  are  included  under  Small 
Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoea,  and  are  equal 
to  a  rate  of  1*37  against  '78,  2 ’9,  and  i  *8,  in  the  three  preceding 
years.  Phthisis  death  rate  i ‘07  against  i ’89,  I'l,  and  *77,  in  the 
three  preceding  years.  Respiratory  diseases  2*75  against  2*5,  3*4, 
and  3’o  in  the  three  preceding  years. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1903. 
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f-hi  gland 
and  WalCvS. 

76 
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England 
and  Wales 
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towns. 

Soothill 

Upper. 
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28’4 

— 

— 

25-98 
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I5'4 

16-3 
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14*8 
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The  following  table  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  will  give 
an  idea  of  the  comparative  health  of  the  district. 

INFECTIOUS  CASES  REPORTED  IN  1903. 


LOCAI.ITY. 

Small  Pox. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

0 

H 

Brewery  Road 

I 

I 

Bromley  Road 

I 

I 

Broom  Street 

2 

2 

Chidswell  ... 

2 

I 

3 

Commonside 

2 

I 

3 

6 

High  Street 

4 

I 

I 

I 

7 

Hollinroyd  Wood 

5 

5 

Leeds  Road 

4 

2 

6 

Lady  Ann  Road  ... 

I 

I 

Mill  Lane  ... 

I 

I 

Newgate  Street  ... 

I 

I 

Oaks  Road 

I 

I 

2 

Quarry  Street 

I 

I 

Royd  Street 

I 

I 

Shaw  Cross 

I 

I 

2 

Soothill  Lane 

I 

0 

4 

Willow  Terrace  ... 

3 

I 

4 

Total  ... 

18 

2 

15 

5 

8 

48 

During  the  year,  48  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been 
reported,  against  26,  22,  24,  69,  and  96  respectively  in  the  five 
preceding  years.  The  increase  is  chiefly  due  to  Small  Pox  ;  and 
I  may  remark  that  a  case  of  Small  Pox  had  not  previously  been 
reported  to  me  during  the  nine  years  I  have  held  the  office. 


Small  Pox, 
Scarlet  Fever, 
Enteric 
Diphtheria 


18  cases 
15  cases 
2  cases 
5  cases 


Whooping  Cough,  not  notifiable 
Diarrhoea 


j  y 


with  3  deaths. 
,,  I  death. 
,,  no  death. 
,,  no  death. 

2  deaths. 

3  deaths. 
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Small  Pox  was  with  us  during*  a  great  part  of  the  year. 
The  first  case  was  reported  on  the  iith  February,  and  the  last 
on  the  8th  July.  Ten  houses  were  invaded,  one  having  five  cases. 
Vaccination  and  re-vaccination  were  extensively  carried  out  during 
the  first  half  of  that  period,  but  not  so  extensively  as  it  deserves. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  a  table, 
which  I  append  to  this  report,  which  shows  that  two  of  the  three 
deaths  occurred  in  persons  who  had  not  been  vaccinated,  and  that 
the  third  case  (lo  days  old)  had  been  only  vaccinal cJ  after 
admission  with  her  mother  into  the  Hospital.  This  table  also 
shows  that  while  the  time  spent  in  the  Hospital  averaged  30  days 
for  the  vaccinated,  the  average  of  the  un-vaccinated  ran  up  to  50 
days. 

Scarlet  Fever  prevailed  all  over  the  district,  and  was  present 
in  most  of  the  months  of  the  year,  but  was  most  prevalent  during 
September.  It  occurred  in  the  houses  of  two  milkmen  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  but  by  prompt  action  and  care  as  to  the  vendors,  and  in  one 
case  of  the  producer,  no  case  arose  from  these  sources. 

Enteric  Fever,  fortunately  a  diminishing  quantity,  being  only 
2  against  5  cases  last  year.  Only  3  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  and 
2  in  children  under  one  vear.  This  diminution  of  Enteric  and 
Diarrhoea,  is  no  doubt  owing  to  the  cold  and  wet  summer. 

Measles  was  almost  absent  during*  the  year  and  without  a 
death. 

The  work  of  disconnecting  the  sink  pipes  from  the  house 
drains  has  been  followed  up  ;  15  of  these  have  been  attended  to 
during  the  year.  An  old  stone  drain  was  found  in  one  of  the 
cases  of  diptheria.  16  existing  privies  have  been  re-constructed 
on  model  principles,  and  8  existing  ashpits  have  been  re-construct¬ 
ed  and  covered  in  during  the  year. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

There  are  24  Factories  and  24  Workshops  in  the  district,  but 
some  of  these  are  partly  in  Batley.  They  have  all  been  visited 
during  the  year  and  found  in  a  fairly  Sanitary  condition.  White¬ 
washing  was  pointed  out  in  a  few  cases,  and  this  had  just  been 
ordered  by  the  Factory  Inspector. 

In  the  workshops,  especially  the  smaller  ones,  I  noted  last 
year  a  want  of  air  space  and  defective  ventilation,  and  altogether 
not  so  well  adapted  as  the  factories.  One  case  has  since  removed 
to  larger  and  more  commodious  premises. 

31  houses  of  the  cottage  class  have  been  built  during  the 
year,  provided  with  20  privies  and  5  water  closets.  By  some 
authorities  anything  but  water  closets  is  absolutely  refused  for 
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new  property,  and  I  should  like  to  see  that  principle  carried  out 
in  this  district.  There  is  no  overcrowding'  in  the  district,  except 
in  the  bedrooms,  and  no  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Backyards  should  be  paved  or  otherwise  rendered  impervious 
to  the  rain,  and  even  the  yard  of  land  in  the  front  of  the  house 
surrounded  by  a  wall  and  railing*  would  be  better  flagg'ed  or 
ashphalted  to  protect  the  foundations  from  dampness. 

The  construction  of  the  joint  hospital  is  still  in  prog'ress,  but 
fortunately  no  urg'ent  necessity  has  arisen  during*  the  year  to 
demand  its  immediate  occupation.  Of  course  the  Small  Pox 
epidemic  has  been  met  by  Dewsbury. 

The  water  supply  has  been  good,  abundant,  and  continuous, 
and  has  been  useful  for  extra  flushing-.  I  have  met  with  no  case 
of  lead  poisoning*,  nor  has  any  case  of  this  nor  arsenical  poisoning 
been  brought  under  my  notice. 

The  slaughter  houses  are  fairly  looked  after,  and  the  refuse  is 
regularly  carted  away. 

Less  infectious  disease  has  been  connected  with  the  schools 
this  year,  and  more  care  I  think  has  been  taken  not  to  force  the 
children  back  without  a  health  certificate. 

The  Phthisis  death  rate  has  been  about  the  average,  but  it  is 
a  healthy  sign  that  some  people  have  reported  death  from  this 
cause  and  have  asked  for  disinfection,  which  was  very  cordially 
carried  out. 

In  conclusion,  while  the  birth-rate  is  going  down,  the  death 
rate  has  gone  up  for  the  year,  but  more  babies  have  seen  their 
first  birthday.  Judging  the  sanitation  by  the  number  of  infectious 
cases  reported  (if  we  except  Small  Pox  which  was  imported),  I 
think  the  Council  may  well  claim  to  stand  again  in  a  good  class. 
The  population  increases  rapidly  in  the  Leeds  Road  and  Common 
Side  localities,  but  I  fear  this  rate  of  increase  cannot  continue 
unless  the  trams  are  secured  for  the  district.  The  people  are  sure 
to  go  where  the  trams  will  carry  them. 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BEATTIE,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Dewsbury, 

25th  March,  1904. 
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TABLE  A. 


Soothill  Upper  Urban  District  Council. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1903. 
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Shaw  Cross,  JNO.  BLACKBURN, 

Dewsbury,  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

March  iith,  1904. 


TABLE  6. 

Soothill  Upper  Urban  District  Council. 

PARTICULARS  RELATING  TO  PREVALENCE  OF 
SMALL-POX  DURING  1903. 


VACCINATED. 

UN-VACCINATED. 

MAI.KS. 

Fkmai.es. 

Makes. 

Fkmakes. 

Age 

Days  in 
Hospital 

Age 

Days  in 
Hospital 

Age 

Days  in 
Hospital 

Age 

Days  in 
H  ospital 

18 

40 

28 

24 

15 

49 

18 

1 1* 

17 

16 

14 

42 

32 

50 

10 

48 

40 

57 

33 

19 

7 

48 

Inf. 

10* 

41 

22 

42 

22 

26 

46 

18 

59 

6 

26 

Inf 1 2  w 

17* 

135 

133  . 

193 

107 

*  Signifies  Fatal  Case,  and  these  are  omitted  from  the  totals 
and  the  following  statistics : — 


From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  9  Vaccinated  persons 
spent  an  ag'g'reg’ate  of  268  days  in  Hospital,  and  6  Un-vaccinated 
persons  spent  an  ag'gregate  of  300  days  in  Hospital,  g-iving  the 
following  averages  : — 

Vaccinated — 29*77  days. 

Un-vaccinated — 50  days. 

The  periods  spent  in  Hospital  varied  from  16  days  to  59  days, 
as  under  : — 

16  19  22  22  24  26  40  42  46  48  48  49  50  57  59 

VVVVVVVV  V 

V.  Signifies  Vaccinated. 


Shaw  Cross, 
Dewsbury, 

March  nth,  1904. 


JNO.  BLACKBURN, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


